| Know, It’s Late...

Apologies for the tardiness of the April brewsletter, but it's been quite
busy the past month! First, we had the Blowoff and all of the pre and post
duties. Immediately following the Blowoff was company, followed by a
short trip to Jan Diego. On the bright side, there’s more competition and
April meeting information than would have been available if the normal
deadline had been met.

Another Successful Hurricane Blowoff!

A record amount of entries (204), a great competition and party venue
(the Howell Encanto Hacienda), good weather, bountiful good brews, and
an enjoyable awards party, pub crawl and hangover breakfast! All of
these things combined to make the 10th annual Blowoff one of the best
we’ve had! All of your score sheets are at the HBO, but if you prefer re-
ceiving them in the mail, let me know. Also, thanks to all who participated
in any capacity, and a special thanks to Big Bear, Brewzzi's, Hoppers and
Titanic for donating beer for during the competition and awards party!
Thanks to the other Blowoff sponsors for donating the myriad o’ raffle
items: Bamboo Room, Briess Malting Co, HBO, Hop Union, Listermann
Manufacturing (Phil’s products), Merchant du Vin East, Puterbaugh
Farms, Redstone Meadery, Sierra Nevada, Spaten, White Labs and
Wyeast Labs. Of course, | really don’t need to say “support our spon-
sors”, especially the local ones...

Supporting Other Competitions

One of the main reasons the Blowoff was a success this year was the
participation from the other Florida clubs. We had judges and stewards
from CFHB, Dunedin, MASH and SAAZ and more than 50% of our en-
tries were from the other clubs. Considering how thin we were in stew-
ards and the light PBD turnout at the awards party, participation from the
other clubs made the difference both financially and in enabling us to stay
reasonably close to our schedule. So I hope you'll support the other com-
petitions with entries, by stewarding/judging, or better yet, both! Your
next opportunity will be at the 16th Sunshine Challenge in Orlando.

We're having a packing party at the HBO this coming Saturday (the 23rd)
and the club will pay for the shipping. We'll also be brewing for the Ca-
junfest at the HBO that morning. | hope to see you there!

till next time...
- Andy
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2005 dues are sooo overdue!!
Make checks ($25) payable to
PBD and give to Joe Peters, or
Dan-o at the HBO, or at the
PBD website:

www.palmbeachdraughtsmen.com.

So don't be a frell-nick and join
today!
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The Draughtsmen did well again this year, taking 17 of 54 possible medals. The medals were
fairly evenly distributed, with the club collecting 5 golds, and 6 silver and 6 bronze awards. The
club totaled 33 medal points, which was good for first place yet again. CFHB wasn't too far be-
hind, with 25 points, followed by SAAZ with 15 points. Congrats go to the Evil One (Joe Simon)
himself, for taking the Cat 5 award, for most medal points for one brewer. Of course we won't tell
Sue how many thousands of dollars Evil spent paying off the judges and stewards! The local lord
0’ nefariousness collected golds in the Sour Ales and Melomel/Cider/Perry categories, a silver in
the Belgian Strong Ales, and bronze medals in the Sour Ales and Belgian Strong Ales categories.
If you missed some of his entry names, be sure to ask him to recite some of the more colorful
ones. To wit, our registrar, who was tossing out comments about the maturity level of many of
the entry names, was heard laughing uncontrollably over one that had a Grandmother reference!
Other Draughtsmen winners were: Bill Eubank—American Ales (silver), dALE Howell - Hybrid
Ales (gold), Lagers (silver) , Nick Marshall—Hybrid Ales (silver), Strong Ales (silver) and Melomel/
Cider/Perry (bronze), Joe Peters—English Pale Ales (gold), Porters (bronze), John Peterson—
Brown Ales (gold), Victor Sears—Traditional and Other Meads (bronze), and yours truly—Fruit/
Spice/Herb/Veggie Beers (silver) and Hybrid Ales (bronze).

Thanks are in order to the competition staff and those who pitched in to make the Blowoff a suc-
cess. Squeke (not the Squeekster, mind you) and Pat for their tireless stewarding duties, Nick for
taking on the head judge duties, Jan for registering and doing all of the data entry, and Joe P., for
taking on many of the competition responsibilities. Of course, I'd be remiss if | left out Vince, our
resident chef extraordinaire, Greg, Evil, Big John and Scoy for cooking the party and breakfast
fare, respectively. Thanks are also in order to our volunteers, both local and from out-of-town, for
stewarding, judging, or doing both. We’d probably still be at it if it wasn’t for every ones help!

Thanks also are in order to dALE, Evil, Nick and TJ for donating their fine homebrew to go along
with the commercial brews. We had plenty of beer on hand and their brew donations helped en-
sure that nobody was dry! If | missed anyone else, apologies in advance.

Finally, a huge THANKS are in order to dEBBIE and dALE not only for allowing us to have the

competition and party at the Hacienda, but allowing us to do so under some very difficult family
circumstances. | heard nothing but great comments about the location, and the bonfire later on
during the night of the party was the icing on the cake!

- Submitted by Beligmo

Don’t Forget the club brew for the Cajun Fest this coming Saturday at the HBO! We’'ll be making
15 gals o’ beer, and could use some help. Heck, why not bring your system and brew some-
thing? No better excuse to get another batch going and to help out for the Cajunfest at the same
time! JUST BREW IT!
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14th— PBD Club Meeting @ The Dirty Dwarf (7:30, directions below)
22nd - PBD Happy Hour @ Brewzzi (~ 6pm, WPB location) directions below)
23rd - Sunshine Challenge Packing Party/Cajunfest Club Brew @ The HBO (8am)

Directions:
The Dirty Dwarf is at 806 Lake Ave, just east of Dixie Hwy, in Lake Worth, 504-4024.

Brewzzi - CityPlace is located on the 2nd floor, facing Rosemary Ave. Take Okeechobee
Blvd east and turn left into the parking garage on the north side of Okee Blvd, just west of the
FEC railroad tracks and Quadrille Blvd.

And Coming In May...
General Meeting (12th), Friday Happy Hour (20th), Sunshine Challenge (20th-22nd)
and Cajunfest (29th)
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The meeting was held at the Dirty Dwarf. Items discussed included the following, though in no
particular order:

A date was set for the 6th annual Cajunfest, Sunday May 29th. A venue also was discussed,
and it is hoped that one is finalized very soon.

The general meeting venue was discussed, and it was decided that meetings will be rotated
between the HBO and the Dirty Dwarf, at least for the time being (heh, heh, heh...).

The Happy Hour for this month (this Friday) will be at Brewzzi’s in CityPlace. Evil will work on
the Bamboo Room for next month.

A packing party will be held this Saturday (23rd) at the HBO, for the upcoming Sunshine Chal-
lenge. Make sure to enter your entries on-line at www.cfhb.org, as it will be more expensive to
enter them on paper. CFHB supported us well this year, so we should return the favor.

Along with the packing party, there will be a club brew for the Cajunfest, starting at 8am, at
the HBO. All are encouraged to participate in helping to brew some of the beer that'll be
served at the party!

The organizational structure was discussed, and the membership agreed to go back to a
President and V.P. format. Joe Peters has agreed to be President (way to go, Joe!) and will
remain as Treasurer. Probably as the result of some mind-influencing alpha waves projected
by the new President, yours truly has agreed to once again be the VP, but | will not write any
President columns this time! We still are in need of a Secretary.

A used brew equipment “garage” sale, to be held at the HBO sometime in the upcoming
months, was discussed.

According to our new President, it was a “very productive” meeting!

- Submitted by Beligmo

Always looking for some of your recipes for the Brew This Or Die! column. C’'mon you medal
winners, they can't all be top secret, can they? Or how’s about some of those more unique reci-
pes? How about some mead/cider winners? How about 'cha?
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It's been an exhausting trip. You and your mule have traversed alpine cliffs; meadows thick with seed,
crossed rushing creeks and finally encounter a mountain side hamlet. Your mouth is dry and your mule
bucks stubborn from weariness as you pull her onward through the muddy road running through the small
village. Sitting down with a beer in hand is your mission and your eyes function only to find a place to do
this. You already know that each town, each Brewster has her own signature style for advertising “ale for
sale” but you also know the general methods for which she will advertise. Brooms or garlands of herbs will
hang over the door of the Brewster's home or she will place a pole, streamed with herbs, close to the road.
If that thirsty, travel worn soul passed through Boca Raton, he would find the candle in the window so to
speak at my home. He'd see the broom hanging over my front door, tether his mule to the basketball hoop
and knock on the door. I'd open it, show him the bathroom to wash and freshen up and then set him up
with pints of my fresh Kostritzer likened brew, something to nibble and for a few dollars more, give him a
place to sleep and make a simple breakfast for him in the morning.

My broom has not always adorned my foyer; nay my prized broom is a recent and blessed purchase. A
couple of weeks ago | visited with family in Savannah and upon my aunt’s request, attended a crafts fair at
the convention center across the river. Upon entrance to the gargantuan place, | saw dozens of hand
made brooms hanging from a perimeter of poles. | instructed my kin to go on without me and in a trance,
mesmerized by the products before me, floated towards the booth.

Being beside the brooms, touching them and having them all around me was akin to an opera lover seeing
her favorite piece at the Met or a die hard baseball fan getting to throw the first pitch. Surrounded by the
fibrous, organic and functional pieces of art, tradition, and lore was an ephemeral experience that tran-
scended time and space. Small hand brooms of the dust pan sort, large utilitarian brooms some with
rounded and tightly bundled heads and others with the more common fanned heads hung from poles, hat
racks, and hooks. The handles of the brooms ranged from rolled and woven grass to handles fashioned
with all types of wood. Like Harry Potter shopping for his Hogwort’s necessities, | too found myself in a re-
tail chapel overseen by two heritage preservationists who were unaware but happy to learn of the signifi-
cance of Brewsters and brooms.

Essentially brooms, garlands of herbs and poles are the international (yes, international and this is a cul-
tural phenomenon to be explored in a later issue) equivalent of the vacancy-blink-vacancy-blink, open-
blink-open-blink; they are the hallmark advertisement: ale for sale, a tradition that in many Western socie-
ties now manifests in neon lights bearing brewery logos burning through dark windows. The broom |
chose has a fanned head; the sweet grass of the head is smooth and frays at the bottom, the strands of
sweet grass are wrapped with hemp and the broom head is woven and wrapped onto a wooden handle of
about three feet. The handle is a mottled wood of blonde and cherry hues with a delicate bend towards
the top. It is substantial; weighty in its natural ingredients and primitive form. Recalling last month’s arti-
cle; you may begin to notice a pattern developing: Mother Red Hat with her tall, conical cap and now the
broom. Pointy hat? Broom? Ugh huh!

We'll explore this next month. In the meantime it’s time for me to get on my broom and begin thumbing
through Papazian in search of good warm weather beers. Why not incorporate brooms into your beer
making and connect at a deeper level with our brewing foreparents? To find your very own broom, check
out Brooms and Boxes at www. Broomsandboxes.com, where you can pick up a bit of functional art history
for less than $40.00.

Until next time...happy brewing!
- Submitted by Heidi Aspen Rhoades
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