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Is It Just Me?

I look forward to the “slower pace” of summer, as a time to get more household projects
taken care of, take more trips, brew more beer, and so on. But of course, it never
seems to work out that way. Here we are in August, and the Octoberfest is almost upon
us. Before you know it, it'll be time for the holidays! Maybe that’s one of the hallmarks
of growing old, or, maybe, it's due in part to more beer-related activities that seem to
pop up, or both. In either case, there’s lots to talk about, so let’s get on with it.

Club News/Other Happenings (in no particular order, of course!)

Speaking of Octoberfest, the 10th (11th?) annual 'Fest is set for October 7th, at the al-
ways popular Tuskeegee Pavilion, in Okeeheelee Park. At the meeting next week, we’ll
talk about the what'’s, where’s, and quantities of club brews to continue working on. We
have 10 gals of Octoberfest happily fermenting away @ 50F, but there are others to
make. It's getting’ on for doing lagers, but there’s still time to do some ales! The plan is
to brew Munich Dunkel (maybe on the 12th), Weissbier and Alt. Also, tickets were dis-
cussed at the July meeting and will have to be purchased by Saturday the 29th. It's go-
ing to be the standard—3%$20 for club members and $25 for guests (prices increase $5
after Oct 1st). If all you can eat and drink for those prices doesn’t work, then head over
to the German-American club ‘Fest in Lantana to compare how much you'll drop for the
same quantities (not to even mention the quality!) of food and German brews. And don't
forget the admission price... Speaking of the weekend before Octoberfest, the Com-
mander Saaz competition will take place up the road in Melbourne that weekend. En-
tries are due on Sept 12th, and if ya get them up to the HBO by Saturday the 9th, either
we’ll have transport arranged, or, as a long-standing Draughtsmen tradition, the club will
pay for shipping. Couldn’t be easier to enter, right? So head on over to www.saaz.org
to get the info. Several members usually head up to judge, steward or to partake in the
festivities, so if you're interested, let me know... Paul Blatz (rumor has it that he’s part of
that midwestern family) will educate us on Pale Ales. He'll have some of his personal
stash to sample, along with a commercial example or two, or three... He’s got a tough
act to follow, as T.J. led a stout tasting with six examples at the last meeting. But if any-
one’s up for the challenge, it'll be Paul! So if you have a Pale Ale on tap or in the bottle,
bring it to the meeting and we’ll contrast/compare it to the other examples... The “no
beer sponge” rule has now in place for three months, and so far, no enforcement has
been necessary, so bravo to all! I've heard the ‘Dwarf has changed some taps, adding
Avery and Dodfish Head’s 90 min Imperial IPA. Last Saturday, to promote the debut of
the 90 min, a “Randall” hop unit was on hand. A “Randall” is a water filter housing filled
with hops that the beer is pushed through, which increases hop aroma. A good time
was had by all in attendance, from what | gather. Finally, don't forget the Happy Hour @
the Yardhouse on the 18th. | was up there two weeks ago and they’re starting to
change a few of the taps. For example, Dogfish Head 90 min in, Miller Lite out (I kid you
not!) Also, | heard that the wheats, fruits and some of the other lighter beers are doing
very well (no surprise—except for Miller Lite, apparently), but the strong Belgians, IPA’s
and 2x IPA’s are also moving very well—which was unexpected and great news! Why,
there may be hope for us yet!!

till next time...
- Andy
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2006 dues are overdue!
Make checks ($12.50) pay-
able to PBD and give to Joe
Peters, or Dan-o at the HBO,
or pony up at the PBD web-
site:
www.palmbeachdraughtsmen.com.
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Minutes of the PBD General Mtg on July 13th, 2006

After calling the meeting to order we established the following members to conduct the educa-
tional topics:

August will be Paul doing American Pale Ales

September will be Patrick doing Ciders

October will be yours truly (Nick) doing Fruit and Vegetable beers.

November will be Joe Peters doing Barleywines (a meeting not to be missed).

Oktober 7 is the date for Oktoberfest, tickets purchased before Oktober 1 are $20 for mem-
bers and $25 for non-members. Oktober 1 and after tickets increase $5 for everyone. We
have agreed to get the permits required for the bounce house.

We agreed to brew as a club 4 beer styles, Bock, Oktoberfest, Hefeweizen and Alt (all subject
to change). We will be using paper tickets again and they can not be sold at Okeheellee park.

The Club Happy hour for August is at the Yardhouse.
September, the Dirty Dwarf

October, the Blue Anchor

November, the Sandbar

The SAAZ competition is set for Sept 30, cut off date is September 12. If you bring an entry to
the HBO by September 9th, the club will ship it.

The PBD owe Joe Peters $1170 and has agreed to reimburse all 8 members who went to the
nationals and club night $50.

The meeting was adjourned at ???

- Submitted by Nick “Butt-Naked” Marshall
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10th—General Mtg @ The HBO — 730pm

12th— Octoberfest Club Brews @ HBO — 8am (tentative)

18th — PBD Happy Hour @ The Yardhouse in the “Downtown at the Gardens” Com-
plex—PBG — 5:30pm

Directions:
The HBO is located at 1618 Lathem Rd, in WPB. Take Okeechobee Blvd to just west of
95, and turn south at Church St. Continue straight past the bend in the road, and the shop
will be on your left, about 1/4 of a mile south of the bend.
The Yardhouse is located on the S end of Lake Victoria Drive, at the “Downtown @ The
Gardens” Complex in PBG. Take 95 to PGA Blvd, head east over the Alt A-1-A bridge
and left at Lake Victoria Drive (1st light east of the bridge). It'll be smack-dab in front of
you!

And Coming In September...
14th - Gen Mtg @ The HBO — 730pm
22nd - PBD Happy Hour—The Dirty Dwarf — Downtown Lake Worth
29th/30th — Commander Saaz Competition, Melbourne
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